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Amendment of Prevailing Practices " before the Belfast Literary Society in 1867. This paper is not reprinted here. A paper on " Comparison of Similar Structures as to Elasticity, Strength and Stability " was read before the Institution of Engineers and Shipbuilders in Scotland on the 21st December 1875 (No. 54, p. 361). Professor Archibald Barr has since extended and developed this line of thought in his paper on " Similar Structures " read before the same institution on 21st March 1899.
Early in 1874 Prof. James Thomson was asked to give the James Watt lecture to the Philosophical Society at Greenock, and selected for his subject "The Gaseous, Liquid, and Solid States of Matter." The report of this lecture elicited the following letters from Dr Andrews.
"QUEEN'S COLL., BELFAST, 5th Feb. 18*74. MY DEAR THOMSON,
I have received yours of the 28th and also the Glasgow Herald containing a notice of your Watt Lecture. I am glad that the experiments were successful, and that Bottomley was also able to show the liquefaction of carbonic acid to the Nat. Phil. Class. There is only one point on which I am afraid I should remonstrate. You seem in your kindness to have given my poor work a little too much prominence. However we are all vain and unprofitable servants (I have been reading lately ' Old Mortality') and bear a good deal of flattery.
I was confined for 10 days to bed with this rheumatic attack, but I am now nearly as brisk as ever. On the whole it was a luxurious illness.
Cumine*, poor fellow, lost his wife about 6 weeks ago, and attended her so faithfully that he brought on so serious an attack of his bronchitic disease as seriously to endanger his life. He has an order from Edinburgh for two of my compression apparatus, and I expect he will soon execute your brother's order as well as it. We have had an uninterrupted succession here of the finest weather since Novr. To-day is magnificent and the noise of the elections (if any) has not reached us. I was glad to see that Mr Gordon has been returned again by Glasgow and Aberdeen. Home Rule has been absolutely repudiated everywhere in Ulster.
Ever yours,
THOMAS ANDREWS. P.S.    Bessy and I are hard at work on Diderik van der Waals!"
* The mechanician who constructed Dr Andrews' apparatus.